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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

In an Office Action dated April 29, 2004, the Examiner required election of a 
single disclosed species for examination on the merits under 35 U.S.C. § 121 . In 
addition, the Examiner required a listing of the claims that "read" on the elected species. 

The election of species requirement is respectfully traversed. To be fully 
responsive, however, Applicants provisionally elect, with traverse, the species wherein 
the "reducing agent" is thioglycolate. This species corresponds to examples 1-4 on 
pages 19-23 of the specification, and reads on claims 1-12, 14-33, and 35-41. 

Applicants traverse the election of species requirement on the grounds that the 
Examiner has not shown that there would be a serious burden to examine all of the 



claimed species. In fact, the Examiner has failed to show that any. burden exists. 
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Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the full scope of the claimed invention 
be examined in this application without an election requirement. If the Examiner 
chooses to maintain the election requirement, however, and should the elected species 
be found allowable, Applicants expect the Examiner to continue to examine the full 
scope of the claimed subject matter to the extent necessary to determine the full scope 
of the patentability thereof, i.e., extending the search to the non-elected species, as is 
the duty of the Examiner according to MPEP § 803.02 and 35 U.S.C. § 121. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any additional required fees to our deposit account 06-0916. 
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